WGATY
& s

PUBLIC NOTICE

Federal Communications Commission News Media Information 202 / 418-0500

445 12th St., S.W. Fax-On-Demand 202 / 418-2830
Washington, D.C. 20554 TTY 202/418-2555
Internet: http://www.fcc.gov

ftp.fcc.gov

<
@
>

SERAL Cop
Ssino®

&
/VO/

DA 01406
Released: February 15,2001

PuUBLIC SAFETY 700 MHZ BAND—STATE LICENSE
OPTION TO APPLY RUNS THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2001

By this Publc Notice, the Wirdless Tdecommunications Bureau (WTB) derts each stae and
jurisdction listed bdow of its gotion to apply for a 700 MHzband State License for publc sdety sevices:

e [Each of the fifty United States e Commonwaeslth of Puerto Rico
e District of Columbia e Commonwaeslth of the Northen Mariana Islands
e U.S. Virgin Islands e AmericanSanoa ard Guam

PuBLIC SAFETY 700 MHZ BAND — STATE LICENSE

Twenty-four megahertz of radio spetrumis alocated for public sdety savices at 764776 MHz
and 794806 MHz (“ Public Safety 700 MHzband"). The FCC has dssignated 2.4 megahertz of the Public
Safety 700 MHzband as State channdls. This designation is atotal of 192 dannd pairs (@t 6.25 kHz
bandwidth operation) or 96 channd pairs (at 12.5 kHz bandwidth) located in the narrowband sgments of
the Public Safety 700 MHzband.

FILE APPLICATION FOR STATE LICENSE BY DECEMBER 31, 2001

Each state has the option to apply for a satewide, geographic area license (“ State Licensg”) for all
of the State chamels. States can also apply for less thanall of the State chamels; whatever part of this 2.4
megahertz that a stae has ot applied for by December 31,2001, will r evert to General Use. Attachment
A to this public notice is a*“Fact Sheet” with additiond information aout the State License.

YIn January 2001,the FCC deided that each state has the option to admirister the 2.6 megahertz o Public
Safety 700 MHz band spectrum designated for interoperability. The deadline for notifying the FCC d this
decision is dso Decenber 31, 2001. See Development of Operational, Technical ard Spectrum Requirements for
Meeting Federal, Sateand Local Public Safety Agency Canmurnication Requirements Throughthe Year 2010,
WT Docket No. 96-86,Fourth Repot and Qder and Hfth Notice of Poposd Rule MakingFCC 01-10

(rel. January 17,2001); ailade online at http://www.fcc.gov/wth/publicsafety/2001d@s.html.



http://www.fcc.gov
http://www.fcc.gov/wtb/publicsafety/2001docs.html

The ekaed chief exeautive, eg., the Governor, of each state (or his or he designes) is the person
authorized to apply for the State License ushg FCC Form 601. Attachment B to this public notice
contains additiond information eout how 1 apply for a State License.

If you have any questionsor comments conaerning the information contained in this public notce,
you may contact Joy Alford, Public Safety and Rrivate Wirdess Division, Policy and Rules Branch, at
(202)418:0680 @ by email: publicsafety@fcc.gov.

By the Chief, Public Safety and Rrivate Wirdess Division, Wirgless Telecommunications Bureau.

-FCC-


http:publicsafety@fcc.gov
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FACT SHEET

PuBLIC SAFETY 700 MHz BAND — STATE LICENSE

State Licen® — 24 megaheitz of spectrum The Public Safety 700 MHzband alocation
offers a unique opportunity to facilit ate the development of wide-area multi-agency trunked public sdety
radio systens? In this connetion, the FCC designated 24 megahertz of the Public Safety 700 MHzband
asState chamdls for which each state’ has the option i receive a single geographic area license. This
designation is atotal of 192 dannd pairs (@ 6.25 kHz bandwidth operation) or 96 thannd pairs @ 125
kHz bandwidth) located in the narrowband segments d the Public Safety 700 MHzband. Under this
“State Licensg” approach, it is anticipated that states will be able to apply their unique expertise and
knowladgeto best use the radio goectrum to meet the public sdety needs d their citizens.

State Licen® is a geogaphic area icenge Generaly, radio spetrumusel for private
internal services, including public safety, is licensed on afrequency-by-frequency, site-by-site basis—
a process asigned to licensedispach radio systems use in local areas* The FCC has recognizd that this
licensing process & very cumbersame for radio systems cmprisel of several hundred sites; ste-based
licensing dso deprives licensees that need to cover a wide geographic area of flexibilit y to move transmitter
sites throughout a defined service area without obtaining prior FCC approva.® For these types d systems,
licensing based on pe-ddined service areas poses sgnificant advantages, ove Ste-based licensing.

In this case, the geopolitical boundaries of each state form an appropriate and onvenient
geographical licensing aea for public safety radio goectrum. Specifically, the State License offers these
advantages:

o Greater operationd flexibility;

o Inhgent ability to smplify radio system expanson; and

e Easing of administrative burdens®

>See Development of Operational, Technical ard Spectrum Requirements for Meeting Federal, Sateard Local
Public Safety Agency Canmurication Requirements Throughthe Year 2010,WT Docket No. 96-86,Third
MemorandumOpinion and @der and Third Report and Qder (Third MO&O and Third R&O), 15 FCC Red
19844,19864 1 48 (2000); ailade online at http://www.fcc.gov/wtb/publicsafety/2000d@s.html.

% “State is defined asary of the 50 United States, the Digtrict of Columbia, the Commamwealths of Puerto Rico
and the Northern Mariana Idands, the U.S. Virgin Idands, American Sama, ard Guam. 47 C.F.R. § 90.7.

* See Third MO& O and Third R&O, 15 FCC Red & 19867-68  55.
®|d.

®d.
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As with othe gengraphically lic ensed services, no furthe FCC authorization is required unde a
State License to condruct and operate transmitters within the state, except for proposed operations or Sites
that raise environmental or internationa coordination issues.”

GENERAL OPERATING AND TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

Section 337 d the Communications Act® and the FCC’s Rules, induding Parts 1 and 9,” goven
the licensing and wse of this band. Several provisionsare highlighted below:

e ThePublic Safety 700 MHzband is allocated for sevices—the sde or principd purpaoseof
which isto protect the safety of life, health, or property—that are not made commercially
available to the pubic by the provider.

e When planning stes or facilities, State Licensees must ensure compliance with Subpat R of
Part 90 Regulations Governing the Licensing and Use of Frequencies in the 764-776 and
794806 MHzBands)"® indluding:

- Section 90533 (Transmitting sites rear the U.S./Canada or U.S./Mexico barder)
- Section 90545 (TV/DTV interference protection criteria)

e State Licensees may operate facilities in interstate boundary areas s0 long @ the field grength
of station transmissionsis limited to 40 dBu/m at the licensee' s gengraphic border. Adjoining
statesmay agree b alternate field strengths at their common border.™*

e When planning stes or facilities, State Licensees must ensure compliance with 47 C.F.R.
§ 1924 Quiet Zones).

’ Whether licensed geographically or on a ste-specific basis, major applications require prior FCC approval. See
47 CF.R. 88 1929,1.947. Mgjor appliations includeappliations for: initial authorization; any substartial
change in ownership or control, including requests for partitioning and disaggregation; license renewal; a &cility
that would have a sgnificant environmental efect asddined by 47 CF.R. 88 11301-11319; anl appliations
requiring frequency coordination pursuart to the FCC'’s Rules or international treaty or agreement. See 47
C.F.R. 81929. Channe assignment and/or usage are subject to the applicable provisions and requirements of
treaties and ather international ageements. 47 CF.R. § 1923(g).

847 US.C. § 337.
® 47 CF.R. Parts 1, 90.
1947 CF.R. 88 90521-90553.

" See Third MO&O and Third R&O, 15 FCC Red at 19873 § 67 &. 207 dting 47 CF.R. § 73699, Fig. 10.
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Ownes of certain antennastructures must notify the Federal Aviation Adrinistration, and
register with the FCC as required by Part 17 of the FCC’s Rules.

- Federal Aviation Administration notification (FAA Form 746041) and approval (FAA
find determination of “no hazard”) reguirements goven certain antennastructures.

- FCC registration (FCC Form 854)is required before any construction or ateration of an
antenna structure which reguir es noffication to the FAA. For more information, see our
web ste at http://www.fcc.goviwvtb/antenng, call the FCC's Consumer Center at
1-888-CALLFCC (2255322) or email questions to FCCDMD @fcc.gov.

State Licensees may operate facilities in interstate bounday areas so long & the fidd grength
of station transmissionsis limited to 40 dBu/m at the licensee' s gengraphic border. Adjoining
statesmay agree b dternate field strengths at their common border.

State Licenseesmay share the use d their radio systernrs with any ertity that would be eligible
for licensing in the Public Safety 700 MHzband (se2 47 CF.R. 8 90523) and Federal
govenment entities. See47 CF.R. 8§ 90179(Q).


http://www.fcc.gov/wtb/antenna
http:FCCDMD@fcc.gov
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INTERIM SUPPLEMENT TO FCC FORM 601 - INSTRUCTIONS
FOR
APPLICATIONS FOR A STATE LICENSE UNDER FCC RULES, § 90529

The Universal Licendgng System (ULS) is the interactive licensing ddabase developed by the
Wirdess Telecommunications Bureau (WTB) to consolidate and 1o replace deven existing licensing
systans use to process goplications and grant licenses in wirdess sevices. ULS provides rumerous
bendits, including fast and easy dectronic filing, improved daa accuracy through automated checking of
applications, and enhanced dectronic access tolicensing information. FCC Form 601 @nd Instructions) is
essentially the hardcopy version of ULS for manually-filed gpplications

The WTB conveted existing Land Mobile Public Safety Radio Services to the ULS on
Octobe 24,2000,and revised FCC Form 601 and Instructions as of the convasion dae. The FCC Rules
for the State License became efective after this convesion 0 ULS is not yet programmed to process
eectronically filed gpplicationsfor State Licenses. We anticipate that ULS will be capable of processing
eectronically filed applications for State Licenses in mid-2001. In the interim, States should manually file
applicationsfor State Licenses following the steps below.

STEP 1: FCC FORM 601 AND INSTRUCTI ONS

e FCC Forms are available via the Internet at hitp://www.fcc.govformpage html.
Copiesof these forms aso can be obtained by calling the FCC’s Forms Distribution
Center at 1-800-418-3676 putside the Washington, D.C., area) or 202-418-3676
(indde the Washington, D.C., area).

o Please note that the curent version of FCC Form 601 and Instructions
(November 2000)does not include items or instructions specifically for
applications for a Sate License.

e Several items and/or ingructions for items are inapplicable or incomplete for
applications for a Sate License. Accordingly, applicarts for a State License
are advisel to usethe interim, suppkmental instructions bdow.


http://www.fcc.gov/formpage.html
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STEP 2: FoLLow FCC FORM 6014 NSTRUCTI ONS—EXCEPT FOR THE ITEMS BELOW:
Item 1: The radio srvice Items 14415: Leawe blark
codeis “SL”
Iltem la Leawve blark Items 1624: Applicant’s dected chief
executive or highe designes.
(Person to whomFCC shoud
send crrespondance during the
license term.)
Iltem 2: NE-New Items 2534: If there is a question about the
(for initial license) application, the FCC will
communicate with applicant’s
contact representative.
Iltem 3a N/A Item 35: “pr
(Not applicable)
Item 3b: No Item 36: “M”
Iltems 46: Leaweblark Item 40: All applicants must answer
this item.
Iltem 7: No Iltems 4144: Leawve blark
Items 811: All applicants must | Items 4548: All applicants must answer
answer these iterns. thes itens.
Iltem 12: Leawve blark Item 49: Leawe blark
Iltem 13: The gpplicant is the | Items 5051.: These itens must be
state, district, or completed.
territory.
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STEP 3: COMPLETE FCC FORM 601,SCHEDULE B

e Schedule B of FCC Form 601 s usel for geographically licensed sevices. Most o
Schedule B is ingpplicable to State License applications Thus, State License
applicants need only complete Items 1 through 3 of Schedule B as indicated below.
All othe items shoud be left blank.

FCC Form 601, Schedule B

Item 1 (“Market Designator”): Applicant’s two-letter abbreviation
(Appendix 1l of FCC Form 601—hstructions
is alist of abbreviationsfor States,
Jurisdictions and Areas)

Iltem 2 (“Market Name’): Name of the sate, district or territory
Item 3 (“Channd Blodk.”): “All State channds”
_d'_

List the channd blocks or specific channds
if applying for less than all State Channds

STEP 4: FILE TH E APPLICATION

Send manually filed applications for a State License under 47 CF.R. 8 90529 ta

Fedeal Communications Commission
1270 FRirfidd Road
Gdtysbuig, PA 173257245



